Writings from 2012
A year of Fine Art,
Furniture and

Philosophy




Sax Quartet, Oil on Canvas

| painted this painting during my senior year at Western. One day one of the painting professors was walking
around with a group of freshman painters and they stopped at my studio for a few minutes. The professor said
something |ike fAihebprpbabty woodt b bEhopmhtthattvdsagrangpen 5 year s.

thing to say about me to those students.

| was very interested in jazz in college and still enjoy it quite a bit. The jazz managed to creep into this painting.
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/02/26/sax-quartet-oil-on-canvas/

Rough Lumber
This is how most of my projects start their journey, rough sawn boards. These cherry boards began as a log
my friend found on the side of the road. | stood the log on end and used a chainsaw to make 4 cuts down the
length, which proved a fairly accurate yet time intensive process. Its best to have rough lumber around and
wait till y o u éeadg to build something before squaring and smoothing up the surfaces, as the wood could

move quite a bit between being processed and receiving the coats of finish. When | get figreendo or

timber, | paint the ends of the wood, as it will dry about 6 times faster at the ends than on the surface, which
leads to cracking and instability. These boards dried for about two years before | planed them.
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/03/03/rough-lumber/

Tools of the trade

A holl ow chisel mortiser is a [ptwavks by fitstardlihg awosne Holewithafidr i | | 0O
normal boring bit, followed by a square shaped chisel that squares up the sides of the hole. The round bit

spins inside the square hollow chisel. As waste is produced it is carried out by the center bit. This tool is a

great time saver if one builds a lot of tables or chairs. | bought this one with money from one of my early

commissions seen below.
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/03/03/tools-of-the-trade/

A new direction

For some t i menthmlong of tyibgvury interest in science and especially biochemistry into my

drawings. This is the first step of what | think will be an interesting series of drawings and collages.
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/03/04/a-new-direction/

DNA

DNA, the language of life. This incredible molecule codes for all of the parts of every living thing. The DNA

from one cell could be stretched out to about 6 feet long.
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/03/04/dna/

Experimental Etching

Print making was one of my favorite discoveries in college. | had no idea how much | would enjoy the various
printmaking processes. Etching is one of those processes. The technique involves using a variety of methods
of applying acid to the surface of a zinc plate to create low spots. In these low spots, ink is deposited through a
laborious process of wiping the plate in a systematic circular fashion. The plate is then wiped clean, leaving ink
in the low spots. Paper is placed on top of the plate and the sandwich is forced under the wheel on a printing
press. During this process the paper fibers are pushed into the low spots, where they grab onto the ink that

remains. Removing the paper on the other side of the press reveals a mirror image of the zinc plate.

Most of my time etching was spent experimenting with various mark making methods, so the one etching |
made lacked the coherence and clarity | would have otherwise liked it to have. Nevertheless | am still pleased

with the print.
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/03/10/experimental-etching-6/
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The Card Scraper
Metal card scrapers are fantastic tools to use when smoothing a surface. The flexible carbon steel rectangle is
about 1/32 of an inch thick and utilizes a small rounded over hook like edge that is burnished onto the sides of
the scraper. A scraper works like a standard hand plane in that it removes thin shavings of wood from the
surface of a board. It takes many hours of practice burnishing, but once the skill is learned, hours are saved

that would have been spent sanding.

A card scraperis especialyhandy when tackling highly figured wood 1|ike
table top. In figured wood, the cells have grown in many directions and the angle of the cutting edge is

constantly changing as it moves in relation to their position. A typical hand plane takes too large a cut and

would tear out the surface of this board (leaving a gnarly, rough surface), but a scraper takes such a small cut

that this tear out is minimized.

Another benefit of using a scraper is that the amount of dust produced is minimized, which is especially nice on
a wood like walnut, which has particularly noxious dust. One also saves money on sandpaper.

A well-tuned scraper produces light thin shaving like the ones below. | f dust i s produced then t

working properly. It is very satisfying working with a scraper, and the surface left is very smooth, only requiring

light finish sanding.
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/04/01/the-card-scraper-6/

Figured Walnut End Table

Today | finished building and applying the oil to this walnut end table, which took about two days total to
construct. For the first time | used drawbored mortise and tenon joints, which eliminated the need for clamping
when attaching the aprons to the legs (click this link for more info on this type of

joint http://www.finewoodworking.com/SkillsAndTechnigues/SkillsAndTechniguesArticle.aspx?id=28508).

The board | used for the top is from Asheville Hardware, they have a pretty good supply of unique boards and
domestic and exotic lumber as well as a nice tool selection. It required a few butterfly inlays to stabilize the
crack that extends about 2/3 the length of theboard. | di dnét mind the crack in
the surface is highly figured walnut crotch, where the tree forked into two trunks. This has the effect of

producing a somewhat holographic surface, due to the irregular growth patterns and crisscrossing wood fibers.

The top is about 23x18 inches and about 1.5 thick with a beveled edge and the height is about 26 inches, with
each leg tapered on the inside faces. | finished it with a natural and nontoxic linseed oil and beeswax finish
available from http://www.triedandtruewoodfinish.com/
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http://speierworks.wordpress.com/2012/04/08/figured-walnut-end-table-15/
http://www.finewoodworking.com/SkillsAndTechniques/SkillsAndTechniquesArticle.aspx?id=28508
http://www.triedandtruewoodfinish.com/

